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write it, and many people helped it ger written. For advice, support, and
in some cases merely for responding with interest rather than incredulicy
w the idea that | was writing a book, I thank Elizaberh Carpelan, David
Edwards, Patty Gowary, Sarah Blaffer Hrdy, Kristine Johnson, Marcy
Lawton, Nancy Moran, Virginia Morell, and especially John Rotenberry.
Sarah Hrdy read the entire manuscripe and made many useful comments
and suggestions. Kirk Visscher consulted on the weighty question of
whether commercial figs and fig products contain wasps. | thank Barry
Farrell for encouraging me to write in Santa Barbara many years ago.
Adrian Wenner introduced me to the fallacy of the scale maturae and 1o
many other problems in the philosophy of science. Doris Kretschmer of
the Universicy of California Press was a thoughtful and insigheful reader
and editor. Several chapters were written while [ was a Visiting Professor
in the Deparement of Animal Ecology at Uppsala University in Sweden,
and I am very grateful to the department members for their kindness
during my stay and for the support of the Swedish Natural Science Re-
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to unpublished material.

My graduate adviser and friend, the evolutionary biclogist William 1.
Hamilton, died before | had a chance to show him this book, which 1



